266.   LETTER TO SHWAIB QURESH1
November 12, 1924
MY 5DEAR SHWAIB,
Mrs. Naidu tells me you are in a most dejected mood and
have almost become a misanthrope having lost faith in men and
things. If it is so, it is unworthy of you whom I have always
known and heard of as a man of God. That you are oversensi-
tive I have discovered for myself. But that sensitiveness can be got
rid of without much difficulty. Dejection is not so easy. Why
have you become so? We have a long and weary battle to fight.
It may become short if God so wills. But may a soldier grumble
if the battle is found to be long and weary? Not surely for him to
grumble. If others falter he who has faith becomes corresponding-
ly stronger. I would like you to be stronger and more deter-
mined for all the weakness and confusion around us. So please
cheer up. Open out your heart.
Kristodas was telling me you had not yet returned the Gul-
burga report duly completed. Do please send it or keep it ready
when I come there on 20th. I hope to leave by the Express on the
18th. Probably Hakim Sahib and Dr. Ansari will be with me.
Kristodas stayed behind for a week. His people wanted to
meet him badly. He therefore went to Chandpur. He returns
on or before 18th.
Mrs. Naidu leaves tomorrow to prepare for the Conference.
You may not know that I am now housed at Dr. Ansari's.
With love,
Tours sincerelyy
M, K. GANDHI
From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai